
NEWSLETTER

ADMINISTRATORS: 
PASSING THE MENTOR BATON 
“You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:1-2).

God’s Word offers so many examples 
of mentors. Jethro mentored Moses in 
how to delegate so he could be a better 
servant leader for Israel (Exodus 18). 
Moses prepared Joshua to lead Israel 
into the Promised Land. Mordecai 
strategically guided Esther so she could 
overcome fear and, with God’s help, save 
her exiled people from slaughter during 
“such a time as this.”
In the New Testament, Barnabas 
discipled Paul, who noticed how grand-
mother Lois and mother Eunice passed 
on the gospel to Timothy. Paul took 
Timothy under his wing, and Timothy 
became a reliable companion, assistant, 
and leader whose life has inspired nearly 
2,000 years of faithful Christians to 
mentor others.
Since its 1945 founding as Christian 
Rest Home in an Alpine Avenue house, 
Edison Christian Life Services (ECLS) 
has remained faithful to the mission 
of offering faith-based quality care and 
vibrant homelike living environments. 
Through God’s grace, ECLS adminis-
trators have followed a biblical model of 
mentoring their successors.
For example, while serving as ECLS 
administrator, the late John Ruiter saw 
admirable qualities in Todd Nyeholt, 
a teen on the maintenance crew. John 
nurtured Todd to become the next 
ECLS administrator. During Todd’s 
full-time tenure—seven years as ECLS 
business manager and 31 years as ECLS 
administrator—he saw many gifts in 

Esther Heerema, who became ECLS 
administrator on March 18, 2024.

Cultivating servant leaders
ECLS has been a part of Todd for most 
of his life. “I had grandpas and grandmas 
who were residents here. My aunt, Ruth 
(Helms) Hasper, was the activity director, 
and she told me about a job opening for 
a maintenance assistant. I worked here 
during high school and college. I met my 
wife, Dawn, when she was a nurse aide 
here.” While working in maintenance, he 
got to know John Ruiter.

John Ruiter had an accounting career 
and was serving as ECLS board president 
when the board asked him to become 
administrator in 1970. He often spoke 
of his job as a ministry and blessing, an 
opportunity to fulfill a cherished desire 
to become a minister. John’s administra-
tive skills, deep compassion, enthusiastic 

faith, and vision for the future served the 
ECLS community very well.
Todd graduated from Calvin University 
with an accounting degree, and Christian 
Schools International hired him as its 
data processing manager. Esther says, 
“Todd had been on that job less than a 
year when John Ruiter contacted him 
about becoming the ECLS business 
manager. He knew that Todd was 
trustworthy, detailed, and always 
followed through.”
As business manager, Todd oversaw 
the accounting for establishing Edison 
Christian Foundation in 1986 and 
opening Edison Christian Independent 
Living in 1989. He became administra-
tor in January 1993, after a three-month 
training overlap with John Ruiter. 
In 1994, Edison Christian Assisted 
Living launched, and Esther Heerema 
hired on right out of college as a 
part-time social worker. “My goal was to 
work here for six months. But it grows 
on you. You just fall in love with the 
residents,” she says.

Learning with and from each 
other
Over the years, Esther has worked both 
full and part time at ECLS. “My work 
gradually changed. I’ve been director of 
social services, director of admissions, 
and assistant administrator. I’ve also 
earned my MSW, served as an adjunct 
professor, worked at the hospital, 
published online articles about Alzhei-
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR
We recently celebrated Todd Nyeholt, 
who has served here at Edison 
Christian for the past 38 years, 31 
of them as administrator. He has 
faithfully offered his gifts of patience, 
hard work, steady dedication, quiet 
wisdom, and sense of humor to all of 
us, and we are so grateful. Although 
we miss working with him, we thank 
God for Todd and wish him well in 
his retirement!

 
Through service awards and an annual banquet, our board 
members honor staff members who have reached milestones of 
5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and more years of service. You can see recent 
award recipients pictured in this newsletter. We are thankful 
for the stability that long-term staff members provide for our 
facilities, and we value each member’s unique contribution to 
our ministry.
At our website, edisonchristian.org, you can read about our 
three facilities—Edison Christian Health Center, Edison 
Christian Assisted Living, and Edison Christian Independent 
Living. You will see details on job opportunities and different 
ways to give to Edison Christian Life Services. 
Edison Christian Life Services is looking to hire committed in-
dividuals to serve as licensed nurses, CNAs, med techs, and staff 
for dining services and housekeeping. A complete up-to-date list 
of job openings can be found on the website listed above under 

the careers tab. Applications can be submitted online. We hope 
that you or someone you know will consider joining us in our 
ministry to our residents!
Thank you for your continuing support through prayers, gifts, 
and volunteer time. Please consider contributing again to help 
us meet residents’ needs. We praise God for his amazing grace 
shown to us in our ministry.
—Esther Heerema

Try This Free Way to Help Edison Christian Health Center

YOUR NEXT JOB?
“Helpful staff and friendly residents… 

a calling from the Lord… 
like working with family… 

upbeat and positive… 
better than my last job.”

That’s how new and long-term employees describe 
working at Edison Christian Life Services.

We’d love for you to join our caring team and are 
currently hiring staff in all three buildings.

Many Christians who faithfully tithe from their income 
want to know how to use their will to tithe from their estate. 
Making a will bequest is one of the simplest things that 
prudent people can do to make a big impact on our ability to 
serve Edison Christian Health Center (ECHC) residents. 
“Contacting me about how to make a will bequest or other 
planned gift is fine,” says Esther Heerema, the Edison 
Christian Life Services administrator. “To leave a bequest 
in your will, you simply designate a dollar amount or estate 
percentage to one or more organizations. Most people make 
planned gifts without ever talking to the organization.”
We are always grateful when we learn that someone has left a 
bequest for Edison Christian Life Services (ECLS) or Edison 
Christian Foundation. For example, in 2023, ECLS received 
$107,258 in 2023 from five bequests.
We use gifts to ECLS for capital improvements, equipment, 
and programming. Gifts to the foundation help us grow 
the endowment. Each year, the foundation transfers interest 

income to ECLS to help pay for the shortfall of our residents 
who have outlived their financial resources. The Medicaid 
reimbursement system is always in flux, but it never covers 
the full cost for residents. This boost from the foundation is 
crucial to help bridge the gap between Medicaid reimburse-
ment and actual care costs.
Here are the top reasons people give for making bequests to 
us: 
• Express appreciation for care provided to a loved one.
• Support work they’ve witnessed while volunteering here.
• Help older adults because they’re aware of the need here. 
It’s also possible that another type of planned gift, such as a life 
insurance policy or charitable gift annuity, is a better choice 
for your estate. For questions about how to arrange a bequest 
or other planned gift, call Esther Heerema at (616) 453-2475. 
You can also learn more and give online at https://www.
edisonchristian.org/give/.
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MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
November 2023 - February 2024

Bob Antzak 
Joan Coates
Elsie Arnoudse 
Michael Arnoudse
Ed & Anne VanDriel 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark VanDriel*
Jane Baker 
Mr. Donald Baker*
Edward Bergsma 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bergsma
Leonard Bergsma 
Dan & Cheryl Wilson
Virginia Boonstra
David & Pam Visser 
David & Pam Visser*
Barbara Boyce 
Robert Boyce
Gerald & Aardene Brecker 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brecker*
Harry & Eleanor Brummel 
Michael & Beth Reynolds
Michael & Beth Reynolds*
Charlene Bylsma 
Norman & Marge Dykman 
Dawn Shotwell 
Norma Smitter
Jacklyn “Alyce” Cherry 
Robin & Dale Sidor
Harold & Betty Cooper 
Bob & Chris Cooper
Bob & Chris Cooper*
Dora Daling 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark VanDriel*
Jay & Martina DeBoe 
Beth DeBoe
Marty DeBruine 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl DeBruine 
Mary DeBruine
Helen & Adrian DeKruif 
Maureen DeKruif*
Grace DeVries 
John & Betty Bouwman
Henry & Anne DeVries 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark DeVries* 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill VanderVennen 
Mr. & Mrs. Renz Verbeek

Norma Dice 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Dice
Julia Dieleman 
Mrs. Helen Dieleman
Frank Dieleman Sr.	  
Mrs. Helen Dieleman
Celia Dykstra 
Mr. Jack VanderSloot*
Jim Elders 
Mrs. Lynn Elders*
Irene Eldridge 
Dennis Eldridge
Gordon & Mildred Feenstra 
Ruth Watzel
David Fuhrmann Sr. 
Nancy Fuhrmann
Sandra Gardner 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Grit
Mary Garzelloni 
The Crossroads Foundation*
Marvin Gerritsen 
Kristi Gerritsen*
Evelyn Gillis 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Gillis
Dale & Christine Gritter 
Mrs. Margaret A. Houskamp*
Jeanne Grooters 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Prince
Dr Clinton Harris 
Mrs. Carol Harris* 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter VanderStel 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter VanderStel* 
Jim & Mary Veldkamp
Edward & Lillian Heyboer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brecker*
Mildred Heyboer 
Ruth Myler
Donald & Hilda Hoek 
John & Gloria Rottenberg*
Laetitia Hoekstra 
Ball Park Floral & Gifts
Angeline Hoekzema 
Arlene Nesselroad
David Hoekzema 
Arlene Nesselroad

Harvey Hoekzema 
Arlene Nesselroad
Fred & Dorothy Hollebeek 
Mr. & Mrs. Gord Bylsma 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin L. Hollebeek
Martin Horjus 
Nella Daves
Tom Huizenga 
David & Susan Huizenga
Sharon Hulsing 
Mr. John Hulsing
Judy Ilbrink 
Mr. Harold J. Ilbrink*
Loyd Jenkins 
Wendy Pham
Lucy Johnson 
Mrs. Helen Dieleman
Marie Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin L. Hollebeek
John Johnson 
Marcia Johnson
Gezina S. Kingma 
Mrs. Susan J. Griffioen
Bill Kloostra 
Patricia Hornick
Dorothy Koll 
Jon & Joyce VanderBee
Noah, Joanne & Emlie Koning 
Barbara Koning
Edwin Kooi 
Mrs. William Kooienga
Rev. William H. Kooienga 
Mrs. William Kooienga
Janice Kosak 
Frank Kosak
Marinus & Cornelia Kosten 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Adamski
Christine Kruisenga 
Elizabeth Endsley 
Patrick & Nancy Helmholdt 
Michael & Karin McNeil
Laddie LeBlond 
Esther LeBlond
Paul Longberg 
Harriet Longberg

(continued on page 5)* Gifts designated for Edison Christian Foundation
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mer’s disease and other dementias, and 
passed my exam to become a Licensed 
Nursing Home Administrator,” she says.
“Todd has been my friend and mentor. 
I’ve learned so much from him about 
ECLS, making decisions, and leading 
with our mission. Todd has literally 
impacted thousands of lives besides 
mine—residents, family, staff, volunteers 
and more. 
“We complemented each other as 
administrator and assistant administrator. 
Todd has an accounting background, 
familiarity with the physical plant, and 
deep knowledge of ECLS over the years. 
I have more of a clinical background,” 
she adds.
Todd has been equally appreciative of 
Esther’s skills. “She is very detail-ori-
ented, excellent at report writing, 
and personable. She implements new 
regulatory requirements, such as ethical 
decisions about what is medically 
appropriate or how to control pain 
yet maintain highest functioning. She 
helps reach solutions as a team of staff 
and medical professionals, along with 
the resident or family member who has 
power of attorney.”
He credits Esther with “so many good 
ideas about staff recruitment and 
training.” She recently implemented 
monthly leadership training for all 
department heads. She explains that 
someone might be an excellent nurse but 
not be comfortable with how to lead a 
team of certified nurse assistants; support 
and equip coworkers; or conduct good 
and challenging conversations.

Sharing joys and challenges 
—with a sense of humor
Todd’s humble faith, sense of humor, and 
encouragement to let others use their 
gifts helped the staff work through joys 
and challenges. 
Gayle Dykema, director of nursing, says, 
“Todd’s prayers and devotions over the 
intercom were often what we needed to 
hear at the moment. He often portrayed 
himself as very serious, but inside he was 
an animated and energetic storyteller. I 

remember the many jokes we played just 
to get through some hard days, such as 
moving his car up front with For Sale 
signs.”
Jody Tolsma, director of social services, 
says, “Todd is one of the main reasons 
I’ve been at Edison for 23 years. He 
doesn’t micromanage. He is supportive, 
humble, faithful to the organization, and 
a godly example of servant leadership. 
His sense of humor has always provided 
a welcome relief from some of the more 
stressful situations we’ve encountered 
over the years. He will be immensely 
missed.”
Since they’ve worked together for so 
long, Todd and Esther have similar 
accounts of their work’s joys and 
challenges. 
“It’s been a joy to help people do better 
when they come to live here and have 
quality care and quality of life. I’ve 
enjoyed being involved in many building 
improvements like full indoor fire safety 
improvements and the chapel expansion, 
which opened more space for families, 
activities, Sunday afternoon church 
services, and dining. Over the years, I’ve 
been able to be there for people as they 
adjust to living here and help them with 
challenges,” Todd says.
Esther loves having conversations with 
staff members and watching them 
provide “truly amazing care. We are so 
blessed with a group of employees who 
are here for the long haul. Even when 
we have challenging days, we can still 
say this job is worthwhile, because we’ve 
made a difference or spent time with 
residents or their families.” 
Both Todd and Esther take joy in how 
ECLS still has so many Christian staff 
and residents. Volunteers help lead 
well-attended musical programs and 
faith-based activities such as Bible 
studies, prayer warriors, and Sunday 
afternoon services.
Both also identify government regula-
tions, lingering effects of COVID-19, 
and navigating the Medicaid reim-
bursement system as major challenges. 

Todd recounts the sorrow of how the 
pandemic affected operations, caused 
resident illness and isolation, limited 
visitation, and prevented volunteers from 
coming in. Esther regrets how pandemic 
government regulations affected staffing 
and required everyone to prioritize 
infection control over holistic resident 
care.
Todd relied on “knowing that God 
is faithful and able.” Esther often 
reminded—and still reminds—herself 
that “God’s mercies are new every 
morning. I pray for God’s eyes and heart 
so I can see people how he sees them.”

Passing the baton
Over the years, Todd and Esther often 
talked about when Todd would retire. 
In late 2022, Todd asked the board to 
develop an official transition plan. The 
board interviewed Esther in early 2023 
and asked her to become administrator 
when Todd retired. “I’m so grateful for 
Todd’s example of quietly going about 
his work, seeking to avoid the limelight, 
and preferring to highlight the work of 
others. His kindness, humor, and calm 
wisdom are some of the things we’ll miss 
most. We’re so happy for him that he 
gets to set aside this job’s responsibilities 
and challenges, so he can spend more 
time with his family—but we’ll really 
miss him!”
“My goal has always been to be a servant 
leader,” Todd says. His colleagues’ 
comments show that he reached his goal. 
Esther says, “Todd Nyeholt’s name is 
synonymous with Christian Rest Home 
and Edison Christian Life Services. He’s 
been its identity and has poured his 
heart and soul into this place. My goal 
isn’t to change a bunch of things. Todd 
is handing off the baton to me, and my 
goal is to run the next leg to the best of 
my ability.”
Please join with us in giving thanks for 
Todd and Esther. Please pray for God’s 
blessing on Todd in retirement and on 
Esther as she steps into her new role and 
looks to hire an assistant administrator.

PASSING THE MENTOR BATON (continued from page 1)
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Hubert & Barbara Luyk 
Tom & Mary Anne Culbertson
Ruth Moelker 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Moelker
Dolores Mulder 
Robert J. Mulder*
Tara Mulder 
Robert J. Mulder
Bobby Mulder 
Robert J. Mulder
Bob & Jean Myers 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Myers
Tom & Helen Newhof 
Philip & Julia Rainey
Char Nyeholt 
Mrs. Ella Horjus
Mabel Peterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Peterson
James Ritzema 
James & Mary VanderWerp
Lois Roosien 
Mrs. Lynn Elders*
Henry & Freda Rosendall 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel A. Alward*
Barbara Jean Rosendall 
Joy Hoekema
John Ruiter 
Providence CRC* 
Larry VandeVrede
Leonora Rypma 
Robert J. Mulder*
Marcia Schaap 
Jason & Esther Heerema

William & Dorothy Schol 
Karen VanZweden
Lyle Shaw	  
Mrs. June Shaw
James & Viola Slabbekoorn 
Kristi Gerritsen*
Doris Sommerdyke 
W.B. Hecker
Roger & Cora Steketee 
Dr. & Mrs. B. Thomas Duthler
Jean Stevens 
Barry Stevens
Mike & Peggy Stolk 
Jim & Jan Heeren*
Mike Stolk 
Lynne Stolk*
Joyce Stuk 
Larry VandeVrede
William & Agnes Sturrus 
Mr. & Mrs. Frits Kloppert 
Mr. & Mrs. Frits Kloppert*
Jim Sturrus 
Robert J. Mulder
Betty Teitsma 
Dan & Valerie Teitsma
Roy & Caroline VanderMolen 
Barbara VanderMolen
George VanderWerp 
James & Mary VanderWerp
Marian VandeVrede 
Larry VandeVrede
Anne VanDommelen 
Robert J. Mulder

Ed & Anne VanDriel 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark VanDriel*
Jasper & Anne VanDyke 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl DeBruine 
Mary DeBruine
Mina Van’t Hof 
Michael Arnoudse
David VanZweden 
Karen VanZweden
Al & Margaret Vegter 
Mr. & Mrs. Al Vegter Jr.*
Robert & Gertrude Verhey 
Mr. David Verhey*
Bob Vermaire 
Mark & Amy Bane
Henrietta Verwys 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Westveer	
Karl Waivio 
Mary Waivio
Donna Way 
Mike & Judy Birkmeier*
Caroline Westveer 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Westveer
Tom & Bernice Wierenga 
Mrs. Lois Kragt
Margaret J. Winkel 
Richard Winkel*
Henrietta Wondergem 
Mrs. Norma Brunger
Total Memorial Gifts ... $44,277 

* Gifts Designated for 
Edison Christian Foundation

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS (continued from page 3)
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IN LOVING MEMORY
November 2023 – February 2024

Jacklyn “Alyce” Cherry	 November 21	 age 102
Barbara VanHemert	 November 22	 age 96
Christine Kruisenga	 November 27	 age 75
Nancy Brown	 December 3	 age 87
Connie Weiland	 December 6	 age 80
Mary Minasola	 December 9	 age 76
Robert Cook	 December 10	 age 96
Peter Gianakura	 December 17	 age 101
Doris Sommerdyke	 December 21	 age 87
Ronald Jermanski	 January 3	 age 90
Shirley Boorsma	 January 4	 age 86

Walter Bowers	 January 15	 age 94
Shirley Danzig	 January 15	 age 76
Donald Ickes	 January 20	 age 91
Marvin Thome	 January 20	 age 88
Donald Norman	 January 27	 age 93
Loyd Jenkins	 February 1	 age 81
Patricia Stepanovich	 February 13	 age 91
Leonard Bergsma	 February 17	 age 79
Wilbert “Bill” Kloostra	 February 17	 age 82
James Brummels	 February 21	 age 89
Jennie Dargie	 February 21	 age 95

* Gifts designated for Edison Christian Foundation

THERE’S STILL ROOM FOR YOU TO GET IN ON 
THE SATISFACTION OF VOLUNTEERING

Are you interested in giving back by volunteering? We 
have opportunities for you to share your God-given 
talents and build relationships. We can use volunteers 
every day from morning through evening. 
“Whether you want to volunteer on a weekly basis 
or do a monthly program, we can schedule you. It’s 
a great way for high school and college students to 
meet service hour requirements. We have a variety 
of opportunities! We provide each volunteer with an 
orientation to our facility and necessary training. New 
volunteers are paired with activity staff as they become 
familiar with the residents and facility,” Jodi promises. 
We need volunteers for Edison Christian Health 
Center, Edison Christian Assisted Living, and 
Edison Christian Independent Living. We welcome 
all volunteers, and they are greatly appreciated by 
staff, family members and residents! Please contact 
activity director Jodi Twardize-Walker at 453-2475 
x212, e-mail jwalker@edisonchristian.org , or go to 
our website edisonchristian.org and complete the 
volunteer application if you can:

• �Assist residents during Bingo on Tuesdays at 2:30 
p.m. or Fridays at 10:30 a.m. at the health center. 
We also need bingo assistants on Fridays at 10:30 
a.m. in assisted living.

• �Perform a musical program, as an individual or 
group, any morning, afternoon, or evening.

• �Help with manicures for health center and 
independent living residents. Flexible schedule.

• �Deliver pre-plated food trays to health center 
residents who request in-room dining and can feed 
themselves. Mealtimes are 8 a.m. breakfast, 12 noon 
lunch, and 5 p.m. dinner.

• �Lead Wii bowling. You’ll spend 90 minutes setting 
up, playing with residents, and packing down. 
Flexible schedule.

• �Do one-on-one visits with health center and 
assisted living residents. Best times for residents are 
between 10:00 and 11:30 a.m. or 2 and 4:30 p.m.

• �Use your green thumb to tend garden areas on our 
campus.
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GIFTS RECEIVED IN HONOR OF
November 2023 – February 2024

In honor of…Nella Daves.................................from Ella Horjus
In honor of…Linda Allyn & Kerri Deppe...from Barbara Koning

RECENT ECLS RETIREE
In honor of your service from the 

Board of Directors:
Susan Ortiz.......................................................18 years
With our appreciation for your commitment to our residents!

CONTRIBUTING CHURCHES
November 2023 – February 2024

Bethany URC
Bethel URC
Blythefield CRC
First Netherlands Ref Congr.
First PRC
Heritage Ref. Congr.

Lamont CRC
Seventh Ref.
Walker URC
Westend CRC
Westview CRC

EDISON CHRISTIAN 
INDEPENDENT LIVING

Edison Christian Independent Living provides 
senior citizen independent living and offers 
meals, activities, and housekeeping services. 

Our residents enjoy secure, homelike comfort 
and Christian companionship. Independent 

living apartments are currently available.  
For more information and a tour, call: 
(616) 453-0993 edisonchristian.org

EDISON CHRISTIAN 
ASSISTED LIVING

Edison Christian Assisted Living encourages 
residents to maintain independence while 

acknowledging that assistance may be needed 
in the activities of daily living. Assistance 
is available to help residents with bathing, 

dressing, taking medications, and other daily 
activities. Our support and services help 

our residents to live life fully. Assisted living 
apartments are currently available.

For more information and a tour, call: 
(616) 453-0581 edisonchristian.org

2023 
SERVICE AWARD 

RECIPIENTS
5 YEARS OF SERVICE

Not pictured: Cat Cristea, Maria Hernandez-Malta, Lisa 
Klocko, Christina Rogers, Anne Veneklase, Shadene Williams. 

10 & 15 YEARS OF SERVICE

Cora Beute (board member), Brenda DeHoek (15), Bradon Naill 
(10), Jan VanStrien (board member), Vonnie Engelsma (board 
member). Not pictured: Lindsay Guikema (10), Laura Brecker 
(15), Elsa Mason (15).

20, 25 AND 30 YEARS OF SERVICE
Cora Beute (board member), Tammy Bennett (20), Jim Horjus 
(30), Jessie DeBlecourt (20), Jan VanStrien (board member), 
Vonnie Engelsma (board member). Not pictured: Linda Scott 
(20), Sarah Wabeke (20), Linda Allyn (25), Audrey Wood (25).
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