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Bobby Mulder		
Robert J. Mulder	
			 
Robert P Mulder	
Robert J. Mulder	
			 
Ray & Jo Nanninga		
Betsy Ruiter	
			 
Ray Nanninga		
Carol Brondsema	
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Buist	
Jan Burghgraef	
Association Consultants	
Mrs. June Faasse	
Audrey Gezon	
June Huissen	
Michael & Beth Reynolds	
Mr. & Mrs. John Rosendall*
Philip & Amy Slachter	
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Sturrus	
Richard & Karen VanDam	
Elvon & Janice VanEe	
Mrs. Marlene Vermaire	
John Vis*
Jack & Paula Winn	
John & Marilyn Zweedyk	
			 
Peter B Northhouse		
Roger Brummel*
			 
Helen Oudendyk	
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Sprink*
			 
Walter Perry		
Anonymous	
David & Diane Boyd	
Judy Gill	
Ginger Jacobson	
John Kotwick	
Timira Perry	
Sue Snyder	
Karen Stevens	
Karen & Brent Wickerham	
			 
Neal & Ruth Rickers		
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Thenn	
			 
Fred Rosendall		
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel A. Alward*
Mrs. Elaine DeStigter*
Patricia Gardner & Kim DeStigter*
Ward & Joy DeVries*
Karl Dyksterhouse*
Tobin & Jen Goode*
Verlee Haisma*
Carole & Lee Kennett*
Oakleigh Woods Condominium Association*

Jim & Melanie Pentecost*
Mr. & Mrs. John Rosendall	*
Rob & Susan Stafford*
Mrs. Peter Sturrus Jr.*
Butch & Sandi VandeVliet*
JC & Mary Wielhouwer*
			 
Henry & Freda Rosendall		
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel A. Alward	
			 
John Ruiter		
Mrs. Lois Ruiter*
			 
Doris Sommerdyke		
W.B. Hecker	
			 
Donna Spruit		
Marisa Fahnenstiel & Richard Spruit*
Marisa Fahnenstiel & Richard Spruit	
			 
Jean Stevens		
Barry Stevens	
			 

Mike & Peggy Stolk		
Jim & Jan Heeren*
Jim & Jan Heeren	
			 
Al Stoutjeskyk		
Mrs. Margene Stoutjesdyk*

			 

Raymond & Loretta VandenBerg	
Roger & Faith VandenBerg*
Roger & Faith VandenBerg	
			 
Gilbert VanderMale		
Robert & Cathy VanderMale*

Roger & Helen VanderVelde		
Mr. John Hulsing	
			 
Jasper & Anne VanDyke		
Mr. & Mrs. Carl DeBruine*
			 
Bob Vermaire		
Mark & Amy Bane	
			 
Henrietta Verwys		
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Westveer	
			 
Bertha Vis		
John Vis*
			 
Caroline Westveer	
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Westveer	
			 
Tom & Bernice Wierenga		
Mrs. Lois Kragt

Total Memorial Gifts...$17,864	
		

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS (continued from page 3)

* Gifts designated for Edison Christian Foundation

WE’RE GRATEFUL 
FOR YOUR PARTNERSHIP 

IN OUR MINISTRY!
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hear the piano, sing old hymns, and 
hear Scripture read. “I knew I had the 
human touch but didn’t know whether 
I could do all the jobs required of a 

funeral director. Yet, I felt a real sense 
of calling,” he says. After a quarter-cen-
tury in church ministry, he earned a 
degree in mortuary science and became 
a licensed funeral director. 
In 2017, Scott learned of Edison 
Christian’s need for Sunday afternoon 
preachers from Bob Meyers, a Life 
Story Funeral Homes co-worker 
who was also on the ECLS board of 
directors. “As a funeral director, I’m 
in and out of all kinds of places. I tell 
people that Edison is one of the top 
ones because of its cleanliness and 
caring. It’s obvious that they have a 
personal connection to residents.
“When I lead Sunday afternoon 
worship, I can tell that residents feel 
they get good physical, spiritual, and 
emotional care. I go around the room 
to greet everyone, and I touch their 

arm or shake their hand. We spend 
about five minutes on the message, 
five minutes for prayer and Scripture 
reading, and 20 minutes on music and 
singing. Then I go around the room 
again,” he says.
Even if residents in their 80s and 90s 
can’t fully process everything that’s 
said, Scott notices a change in their 
demeanors. They especially love old 
standards such as “Amazing Grace,” 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” “How 
Great Thou Art,” and “The Old 
Rugged Cross.”
“I’m almost embarrassed to be patted 
on the back for volunteering to lead 
Sunday services. It’s an encouragement 
to worship with senior saints. And 
there’s an intrinsic joy in helping 
others,” Scott says.

TRUSTING IN THE LORD (continued from page 4)

Scott Burdick

THERE’S STILL ROOM FOR YOU TO GET IN ON THE 
SATISFACTION OF VOLUNTEERING

There’s plenty of room for you to volunteer at Edison Christian 
Life Services. You can share your God-given talents and build rela-
tionships. We can use volunteers every day from morning through 
evening at Edison Christian Health Center, Edison Christian 
Assisted Living, and Edison Christian Independent Living. We 
welcome male and female volunteers, and we all—staff, family 
members, and residents—greatly appreciate each volunteer!
Jodi Twardize-Walker leads a team of three full-time (including 
herself ) and five part-time activities staff who provide daily 
morning, afternoon, and evening activities throughout our three 
buildings. They plan, prep, and lead activities; transport residents 
to and from activities; record residents’ participation; help serve 
meals; clean the aviary; and so much more. 
“But we can’t do it all, which is why we’re so grateful for 
volunteers! Other than visiting school groups, current volunteers 
range in age from their 20s to late 80s. Some volunteers are also 
residents who help call bingo and lead exercise and a monthly 
sing-along,” she says.
Jodi is grateful for ministers, Puritan Reformed seminarians, 
and pianists who lead Sunday afternoon services. Volunteers do 
pet therapy, lead prayer groups, visit residents, bake cookies, call 
bingo, and lead music programs. A recent addition to our staff is 
our chaplain, Pastor Henry Admiraal, who visits residents in each 
building, leads Bible study at assisted living and the health center, 
and leads two Sunday services a month in multiple buildings.
“We have great volunteers but are always looking for more friendly 
faces. Whether you want to volunteer on a weekly, monthly, or 
quarterly basis, we can schedule you. It’s a great way for high 
school and college students to meet service hour requirements. We 
have a variety of opportunities. We provide each volunteer with an 
orientation to our facility and necessary training. New volunteers 
are paired with activity staff as they become familiar with the 
residents and facility,” Jodi promises. 

Please email jwalker@edisonchristian.org or go online to 
edisonchristian.org and complete a volunteer application if 
you can:
•Help with manicures at all three buildings.
•Assist on Sunday for church set-up at Health Center.
•Play a musical instrument for residents at all three buildings.
•Assist activity staff with group activities, such as bingo, 
tabletop tennis, balloon volleyball at Health Center.
•Play Wii bowling with residents at Health Center.
•Sit outdoors with residents and socialize in courtyard at 
Health Center.
•Assist in transporting residents to and from activities at 
Health Center.
•Lead presentations for older adults.
We also invite you to: 
•Pray. Please join us in thanking God for faithful staff and 
volunteers and for healthcare advances. Pray for the well-being 
and protection of our residents and staff. 
•Send cards. You can send encouraging cards, photos, or 
hand-drawn pictures—for residents or staff—addressed to 
Edison Christian Health Center, 1000 Edison Ave. NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49504. 
•Donate. Support immediate needs at Edison Christian Health 
Center or give to Edison Christian Foundation to increase our 
endowment. Each spring the Edison Christian Foundation 
donates interest from the endowment to partially fill the gap 
between what Medicaid pays and actual care costs for residents 
who’ve outlived their financial resources. 
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RECENT ECLS RETIREES
In honor of your service from the 

Board of Directors:

Debra Ingalls............................................................  45 years

With our appreciation for your commitment to our residents!

CONTRIBUTING CHURCHES
July 2024 – October 2024

Bethany URC
Bethel URC
Netherlands Reformed Church

West Leonard St. CRC
Walker URC

EDISON CHRISTIAN 
INDEPENDENT LIVING

Edison Christian Independent Living provides
senior citizen independent living and offers meals,
activities, and housekeeping services. Our residents

enjoy secure, homelike comfort and Christian
companionship. Studio and one-bedroom

apartments are currently available.
For more information, call: (616) 453-0993

edisonchristian.org

EDISON CHRISTIAN 
ASSISTED LIVING

Edison Christian Assisted Living encourages 
residents to maintain independence while 

acknowledging that assistance may be needed in 
the activities of daily living. Assistance is available 

to help residents with bathing, dressing, taking 
medications, and other daily activities. Our 

support and services help our residents to live 
life fully. Assisted living apartments are currently 

available.
For more information and a tour, call: (616) 

453-0581   edisonchristian.org

IN LOVING MEMORY
July 2024 – October 2024

Ann Dykema	 July 3	 age 79

Charlene Burns	 July 11	 age 91

Walter Perry	 July 12	 age 86

Betty Tymes	 July 15	 age 87

David Koets	 July 16	 age 77

Mary Buist	 July 20	 age 89

Elaine Lett	 July 28	 age 94

Helen Oudendyk	 August 14	 age 89

Henry Berkhout	 August 20	 age 99

Alice Thomet	 August 21	 age 89

James Baker	 August 25	 age 87

Loreen Stream	 August 29	 age 88

Karen Winger	 September 9	 age 84

Joyce Kuikstra	 September 9	 age 92

Rosemary Grutter	 September 12	age 96

Raymond Nanninga	 October 2	 age 93

Alice Feigel	 October 4	 age 97

Richard Bolter	 October 23	 age 91

Kathleen Schneider	 October 24	 age 73
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Edison Christian Life Services 
is a member of  

LeadingAge Michigan

Check out our website at:
edisonchristian.org
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