

















BLESSING GOD THROUGH GOOD AND BAD (continued from page 6)

Westmaas and Jack Olree. “Jack was my wife’s uncle even
though we were the same age,” he explains.

When it came time to baptize the first of their three children,
Jeanné’s dad suggested that Ken make profession of faith.
“I'd attended Christian schools and learned the Heidelberg
Catechism at Sherman Street CRC, but it hadn’t meant
much to me till then,” Ken says.

When he became a deacon, he was alarmed to observe that
council members took turns praying at meetings. “My
parents were faithful church goers. But my mom was raised
Catholic, and I never heard her pray. My dad only prayed the
Lord’s Prayer at daily family devotions.

“So I asked my wife’s great uncle, who was on council at the
time, how to pray. He told me, ‘Don’t pay attention to who's
listening. Just focus on God.” That helped, but I vowed to
make sure our kids grew up learning to pray during family
devotions.”

The Bishops raised their son and two daughters in a house
they built on Sweet Street NE. They went to East Leonard
CRC, and the kids attended Creston Christian and Grand
Rapids Christian High. Meanwhile, Bishop, Olree, and
Westmaas grew to 60 employees. Ken left after 23 years when
he realized that his son, Dave, wanted to be a counselor, not

a bricklayer.

“Jeanné and I had construction experience so we bought an
abandoned car wash at Fuller Ave NE and Leonard NE. We
turned it into Dairy Dip, an ice cream store. After retiring,
we bought a motorhome and volunteered for the CRC’s
disaster relief agency,” he says.

All three kids married and settled in or near Grand Rapids.
Dave and Colleen had three kids and four grandchildren.
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“Family is so important to me. We've had so much fun
getting together for holidays, birthdays, and other activities,”
he says.

As time passed, Jeanné lost her ability to swallow. Visiting
nurses helped Ken care for her at home till she died in 2016.
Ken stayed active at East Leonard CRC, even taking in a
homeless Bible study member.

“Last fall quite a number of us got the Covid at a funeral

for a church organist. I now have long Covid, which affects
my walking and memory. Since moving to Edison Christian
Independent Living in early 2022, life has been very good.

I like the fellowship, the food is good, and I get regular
physical therapy. Most afternoons I watch a TV evangelist
with Shirl Olree, Jack’s widow, who lives here too,” Ken says.

Marv Westmaas visits weekly and says, “Ken is one of the
most patient and accepting people I know. He can be happy
in any circumstance.”

Asked for life advice, Ken says, “Keep your nose clean. Be
faithful to your calling as a Christian and to your church.
The song ‘Because He Lives’ is a great comfort. God is always
good and perfect. I look forward to meeting God face to
face.”

YOUR NEXT JOB?

“Helpful staff and friendly residents...
a calling from the Lovd. ..
like working with family...
upbeat and positive...
better than my last job.”

That's how new and long-term employees describe
working at Edison Christian Life Services.

Wed love for you to join our caring staff.

GIFTS RECEIVED IN HONOR OF

March 2022 - June 2022

In honor of... Ken Koll from Merlin Vis
In honor of... Dorothy Koll from Jon & Joyce VanderBee

CONTRIBUTING CHURCHES

March 2022 — June 2022

Walker URC
West Leonard St. CRC

Grace Protestant Ref.
Heritage Ref. Congregation
Hope Protestant Ref.
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